Chromosomes and causation of human cancer and leukemia. XIV. Origin of a large number of markers in a cancer.
A cancerous effusion from a patient with cancer of the breast, with a high modal number of chromosomes (81-83) and with 11-13 abnormal chromosomes (markers) of eight different origins, has been examined in detail karyotypically with C-, G-, and Q-banding techniques. Except for a rare chromosome, all the normal chromosomes were identified and, more importantly, the origin of all markers was ascertained. This study indicates the feasibility of identifying all the chromosomes in cancer cells, even in those with highly polyploid and complicated chromosome constitutions.